
tact and ¡interiorly, the posterior lip being much hy-
pertrophiée!.
Dr. E. Reynolds said that he had seen a number of

cases with a small iindilated os behind the tubes and
the posterior wall bulging and stretched so that if the
attendant had scratched it the cervix would have given
way and the child born through the rent. Dr. Fors-
ter remarked that it was surprising that such an acci-
dent did not happen oftener.
Dr. A. D. Sinclair said that Dr. Forster's case

reminded him of a case he reported to this Society
many years ago. In hia case the cervix was torn off
like the rim of a snuff-box. The patient died of sep-
ticemia.
Dr. W. L. Burrage read a paper on

«

NOTES ON OPERATIONS ON THE OVARIES AND TUBES
THROI CII A VAOINAL INCISION INTO THE CUL-
DE SAC.2
Dr. F. II. Davenport asked whether the reader

had found the adhesions too strong to break up in any
case, and Dr. Barrage replied that he had not, being
careful not to operate by this method when there was
a distinct tumor with exúdate present.
Dr. ENGELMANN said that he urged tho vaginal

route of operating two years ago in a paper he read
in the South. He thought that it opened up a new
field, and that in the future wo shall do much minor
gynecology in this way. lie referred to the older
methods of breaking up adhesions by force and by in-
struments introduced into the uterus or into the rectum
as unscientific. We must not limit ourselves to the
anterior or posterior incision, but take the one that
seems to be the best suited to ihe given case. Open-
ing the vagina for unilateral cases, not pus caaea, was
done by operators in Belgium two or three years ago,
so that claims lor originality at the present time were
rather out of date. He felt sure that the operation
hud a future, and deprecated any partisanship between
the abdominal or vaginal routes.

-•-

Recent Literatureitcr\l=u^\ture.
An American Text-Book of [ill]bstetrics. For Practi-
tioners and Students. Richard C. Norris, M.D.,
Editor; Robert L. Dickinson, M.D., Art Editor.
With articles by James C. Cameron, M.D.; Edw.
P. Davis, M.D.; Robert L. Dickinson, M.D.;
Charles Warrington Earle, M.D.; James H. Eth-
eridge, M.D.; Henry J. Garrigues, M.D.; Barton
Cooke Hirst, M.D.; Charles Jewett, M.D.; How-
a[ill]d A. Kelly, M.D.; Richard C. Norris, M.D.;
Chancey D. Palmer, M.D.; Theophilus Parvin,
M.D.; George A. Piersol, M.D.; Edward Reynolds,
M.D.; Henry Schwarz, M.D. Philadelphia: W.
B. Saunders. 1895.
This volume, in the "American Text-Book Series,"

at once attracts attention by the artistic excellence of
the plates and figures, nearly all of which are original.
Occasionally one recognizes some of the familiar clas-
sical cuta that havo done duty in so many text-books,
but even these are made over and given an artistic
quality hitherto unknown. A uniform scale (one-third
or one-sixth of life size) is used. The same half is
• See page 108 of the Journal.

always shown in sagittal sections, and full labelling is
made directly on the drawings. With these rules,
which ¡ire stated in the preface, it will be seen that a

comparative study of the figures can be easily made.
It is to be noted that the artistic treatment, while add-
ing to the attractiveness and clearness of the figures,
is never allowed to obscure them.
The staff of artists, seven of whom are mentioned,

are to be congratulated on thus uniting so successfully
science and art, and great credit is due to the publisherfor his liberality, by which alone it has been possible, as
the editors state, "thus to re-illustrate an entire de-
partments medicine." There ¡ire nearly 900 colored
and half-tone illustrations in this work of 1000 pages.
The section on the Anatomy of the Generalive Or-

gans is by Piersol, as is also the one on Embryology.
The statement is found in the preface that " an effort
lias been made to render attractive these sections ";
and we feel that the artist, if not the author, has cer-

tainly succeeded. Iu fact, a careful study of the illus-
trations alone

—

many artistically beautiful and all
clearly labelled

—

gives one a clear insight into these
two branches which are often the bugbear of the
student
The classification of the signs of pregnancy by

Palmer, page 170, is convenient and useful. In the
differential diagnosis particular stress is laid on the
sign of llegar, which is clearly elucidated by figures.
The chapter on the Hygiene and Management of

Pregnancy, by Palmer, is short and at first sight un-

satisfactory, but its omissions are intentional, beingfully supplied in the succeeding section by Davis, on
the Pathology of Pregnancy. One is somewhat
startled by reading on page 248 in this section, that
"Amputation of the pregnant, womb is a familiar op-
eration for contracted pelvis."
Kelly presents a valuable chapter on Extra-Uterine

Pregnancy, beginning with some interesting reports of
cases in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
showing that the affection is not so very modern as

many are inclined to think. The operative treatment
is explained iu detail, and its manifest importance
urged. On page 302 the old nomenclature R.Ü.P.,
instead of O. I). P., occurs.
The section on the Conduct of Normal Labor, byJewett, contains some excellent practical hints, and is

fully illustrated by photographs showing the various
steps in external palpation. He recommends highly
the operation of eptsiotoinv.

The division on the Mechanism of Labor, by Ed-
ward Reynolds, is one of the most, admirable in the
book, being a clear exposition of this difficult but all-
important subject.
The completeness with which the subject of De-formed Pelvis is treated by Hirst can be understood

when it ia mentioned that there are seven plates, each
containing about eight ^holographs of pelves, manyfrom the Mütter Museum and from the Hirst collec-
tion in Philadelphia. To avoid dystocia from too
large children, which Hirst believes to be commonlydue to the prolongation of pregnancy, he advises the
induction of labor in any case that exceeds the normal
time by more than two weeks. This seems to be rallier
dangerous advice, when one considere the difficulty of
determining exactly the date of conception.
Tho chapters on Placenta Previa, Hemorrhage and

Eclampsia are given by Parvin. The treatment of
these affections would, perhaps, be more satisfactory
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if the writer had given hia own valuable conclusions
and methods, apart from the numerous quotations from
authors ancient and modem. The quoting of author-
ities 8eemB to be carried here to extremes, extending
to auch .-.imple and common methods as the prevention
of laceration of the tongue during eclampsia. Thus
he says, "Kalteubach advises inserting between the
jaws the handle of a spoon wrapped with gauze."The chapter on Puerperal Septicemia is written by
no lesa an authority than Garrigues, and is, of course,
of great interest and value. Oue cannot help, how-
ever, being very sceptical about the proof given by
llim of the transmission of this disease by the air, as
in the case of the dead rat at the New York Infant
Asylum, aud the guauo on the grounds about the
Blackwell's Island hospital, both of which were held
responsible for epidemics of puerperal fever. Iu fact,
he gives no proof at all, but assumes that these were
the eources of infection, and, ae the doctors or nurees
did not touch the guano or dead rat, therefore the mi-
crobes must have come through the air ! With such
beliefs as this one can see the need of his occlusion
dressing, quite different from the simple, absorbent
pads, similar to the one used at the Boston Lying-in
Hospital, described by Jewett On page 383, which he
expressly etatee " is not employed ae an occlusion
dressing,"
Obstetrical Surgery isdiscueeed and figured at length

by Cameron and Dickinson. The figures by the latter
showing the différent stages and forms of version are

beautifully done aud very instructive.
Symphyaeotomy is presented at length by Jewett,

and the book ends with a chapter by Hirst on Celiot-
omy for Sepsis in the Child-bearing Period.
In a composite work it ia natural that there sliould

be some repetitioue. Most of these are valuable, aud
the differences of opinion expresaed are slight and
generally unessential. In fact, the careful work of
the editors, as well ae of the individual contributors,
is everywhere apparent. The work is certainly des-
tined to be a ('lassie iu obstétrica.
A Text-Book of Physiology. By M. Foster, M.D.,
F.R.S. Sixth edition. Part I. New York: Mac-
millan & Co. 1893.

A Text-Book of Physiology. By M. Foster, M.D.,
F.R.S. Revised and abridged from the author's
"Text-Book of Physiology," in five volumes. New
York: Macmillan & Co. 1895.

A Text-Book of Physiology. By M. Foster, M.D.,
F.R S. Sixth American edition. Philadelphia:
Lea Brothers & Co. 1895.
The first of the three books under review is so well

knowu that a lengthy notice of it is needless. It is
the revised first part of a uew edition of the complete
" Foster," like the one before it, in five volumee. The
wisdom of issuing a text-book in so large a number of
relatively small volumee, bound iu cloth aud separately
indexed, ia questionable. The price of the book is
necessarily raised, reference is made difficult, while
union by rebinding in one or at most two volumes be-
comes impracticable. The absence, too, of necessityfor the author not to exceed the limit of one volume
tends to favor a diffueeneBS of treatment which has
not been altogether absent since the adoption of the
mode of issue in question.The second book under review is a return to the
older style of " Foster," in one volume. To enable

this to be accomplished, the chemical appendix of Dr.
Lea and the histológica] descriptions have been omit-
ted, with " all discussions of a too theoretical nature."
The result íb a bulky single volume, which gives an

admirably judicious general account of the present
state of the science sufficiently full for the purposes
of the medical student, but tantalizing to the would-be
worker, on account of the total absence of all means
of getting at authorities for the statements made. It
is indeed questionable if it is an advantage to have no
mention of authors' names even for the merest exam-
ination candidate, for whose beuefit Professor Foster
decided to omit these. A name may auswer a mnem-
onic purpose, if none other.
The edition of Foster's " Physiology," published byMesBrs. Lea Brothers & Co., is one which had been

better left unpublished. It is an unauthorized reis8ue,
the first three-quarters of which correspond to the fifth
authorized edition of 1888-1890, the laet quarter to the
fourth of 1883. To compensate for this relative an-

tiquity of the author'8 own matter we are told in the
publisher's notice, " that considerable liberty has been
taken with the text. Useless verbiage has been omit-
ted, obscure sentences have been revised or entirely
rewritten, . . . aud euch other alterations and addi-
tions have been made as to bring the book up to date and
render it in a more advantageous form for the stu-
dent." Under any circumatances such treatment, de-
scribed in such a way, of a work the merely literarymerits of which are very high aiid of which an edi-
tion "brought up to date" by the author himself ex-
ists, would be unfitting, but becomes in the lowest
degree so iu the absence of an editor responsible for
it. How far tho alterations made are an improvement
to the book may be gathered from the fact that all
reference to the results of recent hemodynamical work
is lacking and from a glance at the added Fig. 36
(" Diagram illustrating simplest form of refiex ap-
paratus "), which betrays the grossest ignorance of
modern neurological investigation.
Local An\l=ae\sthetics and Cocaine Analg\l=ae\sia; Their

Uses and Limitations. By Thomas Manley, A.M.,
M.D., Member New York Academy of Medicine,
The American Medical Association, Visiting Sur-
geon to Harlem Hospital, etc. St. Louis: J. H.
Chambers & Co.
This book coûtants an account of the various methods

of producing local anesthesia. It cousists of two parts.
Part I, which includes the first five chapters, is an

interesting account of the different ways in which heat
and cold can prevent pain : for example, by hot water ;
cold by evaporation, by fluids in motion, or by ice and
salt. Part 11, the remainder of the work, treats wholly
of cocaine, of which the writer is an ardent admirer
aud champion. This drug is most thoroughly discussed,
and its use in every possible way is fully described;
also in every region and tissue of the body, it is the
most detailed account of the uses and technique of the
local administration of this drug that we have seen.
The writer baa used it in plastic operatione, etrangulated
hernia, tracheotomy, euprapubic cyetotomy, hemor-
rhoids, depressed fractures of the skull, trephining,appendicitis, lumbar colotomy and numerous other
operations. He goes so far as to consider pulmonary
aueathetica as indicated only iu protracted operations.
The book is well worth reading, aud contaius manypractical hints relating to the uses of cocaiue.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA on August 13, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


